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INTRODUCTION

National Service Scheme is the largest student Youth organization
launched by the Govt. of India in the Birth Century year of Mahatma Gandhi. It
gives a lot of exposure to the Volunteers by the way of participating in social

service. It gives a sense of involvement in the tasks of National Development.

NSS provides platform for leadership practice, life — skill acquisition etc
and help the volunteers learn how to live among others. Thus experience in NSS
leads to construction of knowledge in the mind of the volunteer and helps to bring
about positive change in social perspective, creative thinking and positive
attitude making them self reliant, self confident and self respecting. Thus its
programmes offer practical experience for personality development and character

building emphasizing the emotional quotient of the Youth learner.

Directorate of Higher Secondary Education has1190 NSS units with a
volunteer strength of 119000 spread across the State. Each volunteer performs
240 hours of social service in two years and attends a Special Camp of 7 days
duration. They convene meeting, attend conference, participate National

Integration camps and organize them.

Students at Higher Secondary level show great enthusiasm to join National
Service Scheme. NSS Cell of the Director of Higher Secondary Education waits

for further volunteer ship allocation from State/Central Government.



History of National Service Scheme

In India, the idea of involving students in the task of national service dates
back to the times of Mahatma Gandhi, the father of the nation. The central theme
which he tried to impress upon his student audience time and again was that they
should always keep before them, their social responsibility.

The University Grants Commission headed by Dr.S.Radhakrishnan
recommended introduction of national service in the academic institutions on a
voluntary basis with a view to developing healthy contacts between the students
and teachers on the one hand and establishing a constructive linkage between the
campus and the community on the other hand.

The idea was again considered by the Central Advisory Board of Education
(CABE) at its meeting held in January, 1950. The Board recommended that
students should devote some time to manual work on a voluntary basis and that
the teachers should also associate with them in such work.

In 1958, the then Prime Minister Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru in his letter to
the Chief Ministers mooted the idea of having social service as a prerequisite for
graduation. He further directed the Ministry of Education to formulate a suitable
scheme for introduction of national service into the academic institutions.

In 1959, a draft outline of the scheme was placed before the Education
Minister’s Conference. The Conference suggested the appointment of a
committee to work out details of the proposed pilot project. In pursuance of these
recommendations, a National Service Committee was appointed under the
Chairmanship of Dr. C.D. Deshmukh on August 28, 1959 to make concrete
suggestions in this direction. The committee recommended that national service
for a period of nine months to a year may be made compulsory for all students
completing high school education and intending to enroll themselves in a college
or a university. The scheme was to include some military training, social service,
manual labour and general education.

In 1960, at the instance of the Government of India, Prof. K.G. Saiyidain
studied national service by students implemented in several countries of the

world and submitted his report under the title “National Service for the Youth. It



was also recommended that social service camps should be open to students as
well as non-students within the prescribed age group for better inter-relationship.

The Education Commission headed by Dr. D.S. Kothari (1964-66)
recommended that students at all stages of education should be associated with
some form of social service.

In April 1967 and they recommended that at the university stage, students
could be permitted to join the National Cadet Corps (NCC) which was already in
existence on a voluntary basis and an alternative to this could be offered to them
in the form of a new programme called the National Service Scheme (NSS).
Promising sportsmen, however, should be exempted from both and allowed to
join another scheme calle4d the National Sports Organisation (NSO), in view of
the need to give priority to the development of sports and athletics.

The Vice Chancellors’ Conference in September, 1969 welcomed this
recommendation and suggested that a special committee of Vice Chancellors
could be set up to examine this question in detail. In the statement of national
policy on education of the Government of India, it was laid down that work
experience and national service should be an integral part of education.

On September 24, 1969, the then Union Education Minister Dr. V.K.R.V.
Rao, launched the NSS programme in 37 universities (Including Calicut
University) covering all States and simultaneously requested the Chief Ministers
of States for their cooperation and help.

It was appropriate that the programme was started during the Gandhi
Centenary Year as it was Gandhiji who inspired the Indian youth to participate in
the movement for Indian independence and the social uplift of the downtrodden

masses of our nation.



History & Growth of National Service Scheme, Higher Secondary
Education, Kerala

It was in 1990-91 there was formulated a common structure for the school
education throughout the country. Kerala also became the part of 10+2+3 system
of school education. As the part of the spread of higher secondary education
throughout the state, the Pre-Degree course from colleges de-linked. The de-
linking process of the Pre-Degree was completed during 2000-2001. This change
was widely accepted by the society at large. From those days onwards Kerala
school education found a new destiny and thriving vibration of the teens.

This move was the skelton of formation of National Service Scheme in the
Higher Secondary sector. Indeed the formation was millstone from 1992-93 just
only being familiar in 20 schools. Then it was a huge growth and achievement

for NSS. From 20 it grew up to 1002 units in the year of 1992-2016 respectively.

In 2010, Higher Secondary NSS found tremendous improvement in its path
with the expertise advices & permission of Central Government (Advisory
Board) on enacting new posts in the NSS Cell as project officer, Documentation
Assistant etc. In addition to this Performance Assessment Committee (PAC) was
made into act for each 10 units to supervise their future path by sincerely

assessing their previous, present relevant activities.

The Model Residential Schools are run by Scheduled Tribal Department.
In order to bring the Scheduled Tribe Students into mainstream National Service
Scheme Units started in 8 MRS Schools in the year 2013 on cost sponsored
Scheme. This was the key for introducing Self Financing NSS Unit (SFU) to
kindle in the History of NSS in Kerala.
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